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Dear Friends,

Happy New Year! We had a longer break this year but are back
on board and looking forward to welcoming you to new
opportunities and events. We ended 2016 with a sold out
Christmas Soiree, so thank you to all those who attended and
performed.

Our first event is Opera by Twilighton Sunday 5th March
at 6.30pm, St Marks Hall. We are also launching our weekly
Youth Opera term classes again for young singers starting from
Thursday 16th February. Another new initiative is Morning
Melodies- monthly concerts in St Marks Hall at 11.30pm on the
first Thursday of the month, starting 6 April. After many
enquiries over the years for singing lessons we have decided to
launch The Singing Roomwhich will offer singing and
performance coaching led by our founding director Sally Sloman
with other visiting tutors. Later in the year we have two staged
opera seasons planned, a winter Opera by Candlelightoncert
in the beautiful historic St Marks Church and a movie themed
Opera takes the Oscarncert. More details will be advised in
subsequent newsletters.

Moving into our new office and studio at St Marks Parish
Centre in June 2016 was a timely opportunity and we have
found new ways to engage with our colleagues and the wider
community. As you read this, we will be preparing to perform
outdoors at the historic Couldrey House at Wenderholm on
Sunday 12 February, one of our favourite excursions.

We have lots on! For 2017, why not help us by making a
donation to Opera Factory by joining our Friends (Amici) group
for $50. Your support is so appreciated and goes a long way
towards achieving our mission and securing our future. We look
forward to welcoming you to our upcoming events.

Kind regards

Emma Sloman, Company Manager

To offer performance,
opportunity,
encouragement and
training to enthusiastic
amateur singers of all
ages and levels and to
provide special
opportunities to singers

intending a
professional opera career. To provide innovative opera events
to the general community and encourage future exponents
and audiences for opera in New Zealand.

NEXT EVENIbook now

St Marks Parish Hall

95 Remuera Rd, Newmarket

Tickets $25 (Amici/Friends discount $20)
Book by phone 09 921 7801
or email admin@operafactory.com

opeld
A RY]

Opera by Twilightfeatures songs and arias for a summer
evening with a fabulous line up of voices including Manase Latu

(tenor), Christina Orjis (soprano), Teresa Wojtowicz (soprano)
and Jacob Siohane-Royle. This event will be held at St Marks
Church Hall and tickets are $25 per person. Bookings now open,
please email admin@operafactory.com or phone 09 921 7801.

Amici/Angeli members $20

Also in this Newsletter

1 Yauth Opera Term Classes (Thursday8gin)
(Terms 1& 2) for 8-18yrs Performance/Singing

1 Morning Melodies(Thursday 6 April, 11am)-
Monthly concerts

1 The Singing RoorfTuesdays 2-6pm,21 Feb)
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PASSAGIO Singers’ Journeys

Congratulations to singers who have enjoyed and completed
their summer study programmes at Wanganui Opera School
and Napier Singing Schooh January — some amazing tutors
were on hand and we hear the performance standard was very
high.

Many of our participantsare now following career paths and
study paths overseaswe’ve just received these updates from
performers Adam Thompson and Kayla Collingwood

ADAM THOMPSO({baritone)

Opera North Leeds, UK

Dear friends at OPF, I'm scribbling this at
Opera North HQ at the gorgeous (and
labyrinthine) Leeds Grand Theatre, my
home since September 2016. 1 am an intern
here with their Education team, while undertaking a part-time
Postgraduate Diploma in arts organisation education and
management at the Uni. Like you, we are busy here sharing
opera and opera-making with the community. When | found out
about my successful application, we had just started work at
Opera Factory on Trouble in Tahitand Gianni Schicchii had to
leave before the performances, but know they were fab (and
loved the pics!). Coincidentally, at the same time Opera North
has been touring the two other thirds of Puccini's Il Trittico: I
Tabarroand Suor AngelicaDf course as | watched, my heart was
with you lot!

My work experience at Opera Factory, together with Sally and
Emma's support, has been crucial to my learning and in getting
me over here! Like many others, Opera Factory introduced me
to the operatic stage as a performer, but also gave me my first
experience behind-the-scenes with a company.

(Adam will be back carrying out the rest of his internship with NZ

Opera in the latter half of 2037
KAYLA COLLINGWOQiEzZz0)

= Bonjour, tout le monde, from the little town
@ of Saint-Nom-la-Bretéche, near Paris,
France! | left New Zealand in mid-January,
and will be based here in France until June.
Last year, | completed a Master of Music at
the University of Auckland. | am currently
working as an au pair, and am taking singing lessons with various
teachers in my spare time as | discover the opportunities available
to me in France and the rest of Europe. Upon arrival, | had an
audition for the opera studio at the Opéra national de Paris; it was
an interesting experience singing with full-blown jet lag! | have
started taking singing lessons now, which are going very well.
Hopefully, | will soon be getting some performance opportunities,
though it is difficult to manage while | am an au pair, as my
responsibilities come first. | will be returning to New Zealand in
July, with some performances planned, before heading back to
Europe in mid-August. | am loving France so far, except for the
cold, and my French is improving dramatically! A juillet!

This September Adam started his Pettman
Dare Fellowship in Music Education at

BREVE NOTES

NZ Opera presents THE MIKAD{Auckland 14-19 February -
tickets are almost sold out, but check out their website
www.nzopera.com to find out phone booking details. Other
seasons this year will include the ever popular Carmenat the end
of June and the dramatic Katya Kabanovén September.

Raffle winner Deidre Milne was
delighted to receive our basket of &
goodies following the Gianni
Schicchi & Trouble in Tahiti
season— after years of putting
together raffle baskets herself, it
was wonderful to win one for a
change!

Raffle winnersat the Christmas Soire@ere Alison & Sarah Broad
who were visiting from Invercargill to watch their friend’s young
niece Maeve Herd sing in the concert — congratulations!

FACEBOOK For all regular updates & news check us
out FIND US and LIKE us on Facebook!
https://www.facebook.com/operafactorynz/

INSTAGRAM - We are now also on Instagram
@ #operafactorynz for those who follow photos

more than words.
NEW HOME FOR OUR GRAND PIANO
We are thrilled that we now have our
beautiful piano back with us at St Marks
Parish Centre. Many thanks to Dolphin
Theatre for taking care of it while we were
in transition.

OPERA FACTORY COMMITTEE
Get involved

We have a newly formed committee of helpers from our
performers list who will be assisting us with various event
tasks/admin/promos, general feedback and working towards
leading us into the future. Thank you to Rosemarie Brown,
Mark Covich, Kelly Harris, Adam Thompson, Leila Alexander,
Edward McKnight, Kerry Scurr and Catherine Reaburn for their
recent assistance. If you would like to get involved, please
contact production@operafactory.com
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|OPERA FACTORY ENSEMBLE CLASS |

Thursdays/pm—-9.30pm

Regular weekly ensemble sessions are now available for
senior singers. Keen to learn more opera scenes, want to be
in our shows?? Thursday nights will be used to rehearse
upcoming events and shows, as well as explore operatic
repertoire, ensembles, scenes, sight reading, performance
skills and other tips for the singer’s toolbox. Led by Claire
Caldwell and other visiting tutors. The first session will be on
23 February so SIGN UP NOW (Feb — May) by emailing us. We
are trialing this and there maybe changes depending on
demand and availability. This is aimed at all singers from
tertiary level upwards 18years +

opera
Weekly Singing &

FACTORY
Performance

YOUTH OPERA

Terms 1 &2

CLASSES o

Term1 &2 Ages 8-18yrs
Starting Thursday 16 February, 4-6pm

Singing & Performance for ages 8-18yrs
» for age/level

Tailored activities

Showcase your
Talents in Term 2

Creative Projects

Sign up now for Terms 1 & 2 — email us for an enrolment form
admin@operafactory.com. Classes start 16 February but late
enrolments will be accepted to 23 February

Youth Opera is a great opportunity to try something new —to
extend your repertoire and knowledge and to find new
confidence and passion, meet new friends! Weekly classes
will run on Thursdays from 4-6pm and cover singing,
performance and creative projects themed around the world
of opera, musicals and classical song. Any skill level is
accepted but an ability to read music is a plus! Enrolment is
for Term 1 & 2 and we will be working towards a
showcase/production at the end of Term 2. Fees $280 per
term. Classes will be held at the Opera Factory studio, St
Marks Parish Centre, 95 Remuera Road, Newmarket.

We realire a minimum of 8 fee paying participants to run thetgsses

Morning Melodies

Starting Thursday 6 April, 1T1Tam

We're presenting a new
series of morning concerts
scheduled for the 1%
Thursday of every month,
starting Thursday 6 Aprilin
the lounge at St Marks Hall
We'll be featuring singers as
well as pianists and
instrumentalists. To book or
reserve seats email us on admin@operafactory.com or phone
us 09 9217801. Tickets $20 inc tea/coffee/biscuits.
Upcoming dates: 6 April, 4 May, 1 June, 6 July

Snging/Coaching lessonare now available for all levels
Tuesday Z7pm by appointment. St Marks Parish Centre, 95
Remuera Road, Newmarket.

This new initiative offers vocal and performance coaching
with our founding director Sally Sloman and from time to
time, visiting tutors. This opportunity is aimed at all singers,
but priority will be given to senior/advanced singers. Lessons
will be tailored to suit the needs of the student and can
include  singing  tuition or  performance/repertoire
building/audition prep. Appointments are available on a
regular weekly basis or one off sessions and must be booked
in advance. Lesson fees are $50 per hour. (Amici members
will receive a discount $40). Please call or email us for further
information or to book a time. The Singing Room starts on
Tuesday 21 February.
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RETROSPECTIVE 2016

2016 was a busy year despite being without our old home at
Eden Street but we loved getting out into the community.
Jan Judging Chamber Opera Composition Contest
Feb Composition Contest Winners announced
March Opera by Twilight
Shakespeare & Song Youth Workshop
April Winning Workshops - Chamber Opera presentations
June Moved into new office/studio space at St Marks
Senior Auditions
July Diva in my Soup Winter Lunch Recital
Sept Opera ldol 2016
Oct Opera season of Gianni Schicchi & Trouble in Tahiti
Nov Opera Rocks Workshops a Chorus Sing-In
Dec Carols on the Lawn
Christmas Soiree Concert

PHOTO Gallery - Flashbacks!

iy’

Jon Hunter, Andrew Milner-White & Victoria Rainbow in “The Boy
who Grew too Fast” Menotti

1998 Cheryomushki (Shostakovich) — Andrew Buchanan and Dee
Gibson with ensemble (at Maidement Theatre)

Corporate Challenge days — office workers singing Va Pensiero

INMEMORUM

We have recently lost many of our original supporters and
remember them with fondness and appreciation. In
particular, we acknowledge the recent passing of Sonia
Andrews. She and her husband Les were stalwarts of the
Auckland entertainment scene and we were very appreciative
of their support for Opera Factory in their retirement years.

DONATE NOW FOR 2017
Help us continue the passion and good work...
Become a member of:

AMICI (Friends) $50 pa
ANGELI (Angels) $200 pa
L’AFFITTO (Rent) $1000 p/a — choose your month

We invite you to join or renew your supportevery
little bit helps and general donations are welcome
Just email usto request a donation form
admin@aperafactory.com

DONATION PAYMENTS

For donations or event payments we accept cheque, cash or
direct credit payments. We no longer have eftpos or credit
card payment facilities available in our office.

Direct Credit payment details:

Opera Factory Trust, ASB Account: 12 3025 0291776 00
(for reference please use your surname and event title)
Please also advise us by email that you have made the
payment so we can receipt donations or payments correctly

L'AFFITTO (RENT) DONOR®Spa

Join our exclusive table of special benefactors who help us
afford the necessary rent of our home base and other venues
which are vital for the delivery of our mission.

BEQUESTS

As a Charitable Trust, bequests and legacies can play a vital role
in our, and our beneficiaries’ future. After providing for family
and friends, leaving a bequest to the Opera Factory Trust is a
wonderful way of supporting our mission to develop the future
of singers and passion for opera in New Zealand. Please contact
us to discuss further.

The Opera Factory Trust sincerely thanks our recent funders:

Auckland Council

g creativogl
COMMUNITIES z

:‘OUNDATION

. &
Four Winds €5ty O

FOUNDAT!ION

Thank you to our AMICI and ANGELI DONORS

THEOPHRA FACTORYTRUST cc24596
Registered Charitable Trust (full donee status)
GST 76368643
Carmel Carroll, Graham Mandeno, Rebecca Samuel, Peter Scott, Sally
Sloman. (co-opted Carole Fuhrmann, Emma Sloman, Ed McKnight)
Office/Studio: St Marks Parish Centre, 95 Remuera Rd, Newmarket
Phone +64 09 921 7801 or Mobile 021 529 127
admin@operafactory.com
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